THE  ANCIENT WORLD
Such was the law, and we need not hesitate to describe
it as an ideal law. Looked at from a distance it appears
admirable. But its successful application demanded great
political intelligence, address and flexibility on the part
of the magistrates elected to administer it. The fact is
that this splendid constitution was indebted for the
smoothness of its working to a dictator well-nigh unique
of his kind, a dictator who was also an artist and an
exquisite, Pericles.
Nevertheless, he was no exception to the rule. He owed
his rise to his alliance with the lower orders. Although
himself of high lineage, he was not more than twenty-six
when he put himself at the head of the popular party, to
whose susceptibilities he pandered with unrivalled skill.
His initial acts were directed towards crushing the op-
position of the aristocracy. That done, he addressed him-
self to the task of governing the state, and his rule has left
behind it on the map of history a track of unfading
radiance. Possessed of the most brilliant intellectual gifts
and the rarest political intelligence, he succeeded in
conciliating the goodwill of the people, without ever
yielding an inch in matters which he deemed essential
to the welfare of the state.
So seductive were his gifts of oratory that a poet said
of him, 'Persuasion dwells upon his lips'. Knowing the
power he wielded over his hearers he never transcended
the limits which the Greek people, sensitive beyond all
others in matters of taste, were able to endure. Clarity
of thought, poetry of expression, forceful dialectic, perfect
integrity, absolute unselfishness, scorn of flattery, re-
markable finesse, a profound knowledge of men, and a
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